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RM-8118
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MAN 2t11993

COMMBJI'l'S OJ'
BBB BROAPCAS'1'I_G, I_C.

Bee Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of both KJJR(AM), Whitefish,

Montana and KBBZ (FM), Kalispell, Montana, respectfully submits these

comments in response to the above-captioned "Notice of Proposed Rule

Making," DA 92-1580, released December 1, 1992.

Background

1. Frank Copsidas, Jr., permittee of PM channel 240A at

Columbia Falls, Montana, proposes to upgrade his allotment on the

co-channel on which he is authorized to operate. copsidas requests

the FCC to amend its PM Table of Allotments to sUbstitute channel

240C2 for Channel 240A and to modify his outstanding construction

permit to permit authorization on the substituted channel. Copsidas

argues that adoption of his proposal will be in the public interest

because he would serve an additional 4,881 persons. Y

Discussion

2. Copsidas represents that a 3.16 mVjm contour will be

provided over Columbia Falls.Y The best evidence suggests,

23,
Y see Petition for Rulemaking, filed by

1992, at 2.

Yxg. at Technical Exhibit, ! 2.

Copsidas on octobe.r ,r
No. of Copies rec'd ol?
UstABCDE



however, that more than 20% of Columbia Falls will not receive

3.16mV/m "city-grade" service. See Appendix A. Intervening

mountainous terrain will impede coverage to the east and north of

the Copsidas antenna site. Id.

3. Copsidas also argues that a grant of the construction

permit modification request would serve the public interest.~ In

fact, the true purpose of the requested modification appears to

confirm Copsidas' plan to provide principal service to Kalispell and

Whitefish, not to Columbia Falls -- the purported community of

license. Indeed, Copsidas has indicated to one of the area's major

newspapers that the station's offices are likely to be located on

land that he owns in Whitefish, where he also owns other investment

property. .au Appendix A, at Attachment 2. The fact that Copsidas'

transmission facility will be oriented toward principal service to

Whitefish and Kalispell is yet a further indication that Copsidas

does not intend to serve Columbia Falls as its "community of

license."

Conclusion

The upgrade proposal should be DENIED.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

BEE

By

20006

January 21, 1993

~see note 1, supra.
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A Montana Supreme Court ruling
last week could mean tougher times
abead(orr.eachercontraetnegodations
in Whitefish.

In deciding a case brought by the
Oral Falls Tribune against that local
schoolboard, thecourt saida state law
a1lowingJJUbIicbodies10mapoutSll'lt
egy for labor neJOliations in closed
meetings was unc:onstitutional. Ac
cordingto the 6-1 decision,thepublic's
right 10 know how its tax dollars arc to
be; spent outweighs everything except
a person's right to privacy.

Contract neJOliitions, thcnewspa
perargucdand thecounqrecd, do not
jeopardize thatprivacy righL

"I think you'U fmel manasement
tiptoeing around about what they can
give," predicred WhitefISh school
superintendent Dave Peters. "It will
hander communicatioo between (ad
minlSU'llOrS and trustees) because
everything they say will have 10 be
done in publkolfyou can'tcommuni
catcverywell, it'sgoing10makethings
difficulL..

/,..-----

Attachment 2

A8 • 'I1IeWldtellb PIlot. WhJtefItb, IlaDto, 'I1a1ll'8day, 1foftIDber 2IS, 1992

.Teacher contract talks now opeD
By NANCY KIMBALL Ruth Leonard, a nine-year White- board's mandate to supervise and

fISh teaching veteran and president of conb'Ol its district does not pant it
the Whitefish Education Association authority to violate therighttoprivacy
(WEA), qreed. guaranteed by the Constitution.

"I just feel that it's really going to The lone dissenter, Justice Fred
hurt the 1n1SteeS' ability to bargain Weber, contended that the ruIina de
with usbec:ause it'sgoing tobesoopen suoys the collective bupining proc-
to the media and anyone else who ess. The public's right to know is not 1

wants to listen," she said. Lamenting absolute, he said. and may ~ super
that the school board's latitude will be ceded by a compelling interd in ef
cramped by the new requirement to fcctive barpining.
discussall optionsin open session,she "Iam sorry toseethiscomedown,"
added, "You aren't bargaining." Leonard said, "because I do want to

The Tribune flied a lawsuit against keep the mediaoutof this who1eproc
theschoolboard,charging trusteeshad ess. It's going to eliminate barpining
metprivately todiscuss contract nega- .•. Someofthese things the public just i
tiations. It claimed the Constitution shouidnotknow.IthinltcveryGnewiU- 2
does not allow closed meetings unless be more cautious about what is said
the board proves a need to protect· and done... f
someone's privacy. ImplCtofthe Supreme Coultdeci-

A dislrict juclse, however, agreed sion will be bard to....Pealnsaid.
with the schoo1 board which argued In the put, cloledmeetinp "-YO ai
that private Slratel>' sessions arc nee- lowedthescboolbc:8dtolookalillooey
essarylO carry out its Constitutional available for salaries, insuraIice and
n:sponsillilityIObarpinelTectiveJyand . olherbenefdS,and forma5II'ItCI)'from
spend money responsibly. thaL 'q

But 011 Thursday, the newspaper "Basically it opens all the diScos- .~
won on appeal. The Supreme Court's sion to the public and takes away our c:
majority decision held that a school abilityto(compromisewcll),"JJesaid. t

New radio station commg next sum.mer~

I .
\

A new FM mdio SWion should hit
the Flathead Valley airwaves by mid
1993, but the station's owner isn't
Jiving .y indicIIion of what its (or
mat miJbt be.

FrankCopsidassaid the 6,QOO-wau
lIIlion's call 1eaa's will be KCWX
IDd itwiD bro8dcastat95.9 mephenz
from WhitefISh 10 Polson. The 1oca
tion d the lIItion's offICe is yet 10 be
detamined, but it may locale 011 the
vacant lot next to die Glacier Grande

resaaurant in Whitefish, he said.

Capsidasowns theblockofCentral
Avenue between Railway and 1st
.....lhIlc:oatains the restaurant, the
old Cadillac Hotel and the vacant lot
tha1aac:oheld IheMarkusFoodsstore.
Since early 1991, the empty lot has
ICMld II perking for the Glacier
Grande, and has been home 10 the
Fanners Market every Thursday dur
ing the summer.

The new station's format will ..
main amysaeryuntiIjustbeforeltlMll!ltl .
on the air,Copsidassaid. Bcf~:;t
on the Valley station beJins,~
plans to start anoIher FM ...
Augusta, Ga. ThIt IIIlion ao
on the air later this week. he ald.'

Copsidas aJready basaTop"PM
station and an AM'"1alk nIdio"lWion
in the Auguslaarea. The rormafofthe
new station in Gecqia also has yet to
be announced, he said.

Viaduct---------
COIItJ... froaI A-I

the existing bridle. The MOOT and
BNhavebaaledinthePlSloverwhich
wiD foot the biU to c1ela up the•.

OIlt's DOl a Supelfundsir.e, but R'sa
hazardous W8ste biD daat needs to be
cleaJtwilh,and thIl'sbeenaverysticky,
Iepl, teeJmical issue tbat we've been
working on for the last Jeveral years.
We fanally have that cleaned up,"
Weaver said.

The MOOT plans 10 award a con-

2S().(oot-deep left-tum lane onto
Edpood.

The fOld grades will be similar 10
the existina rOId- 7percenton south
side, 6 pen:ent on the north side.
However, bec:auJe the new bridge will
be built east of the existing one, the
rOId wiD be much straighter and the
c:urveI won't be IS sharp, so traffIC
should now smoother.

"'Our feeling is it's going 10 work a
lot beUer than the existing (bridge),
plus it will be a lot wider," Weaver

flC. Weaver said the MOOT plans to
remove it because the S6-yar-01d
bridge is strueturally unsound, but oo;f
somebody were to approach us and
accept the liability _. that could hap
pen."

The bridge has acouple of serious
problems. The concrete supporting
the north end of the bridge is badly
deterioraled butcould be repaired. In
addition. some of the timber slrinJCrs
underneath the bridJC arc c:raclted and
"in sad shape," Weaver said.



CBRTIFICATB OF SBRVICE

I, Veronica Pierce, a secretary with the law firm PEPPER &

CORAZZINI, do certify that on this 21st day of January, 1993, I

served copies of the foregoing "comments of Bee Broadcasting, Inc."

by u.s. Mail upon the following:

Dan J. Alpert, Esq.
Ginsburg, Feldman & Bress
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036


